Global Impact of the Healthcare Ecosystem
Facts & Figures

Better healthcare contributes to a stronger and healthier global population
and improves the economic conditions of nations
 Innovations in healthcare technology and advances in medical treatment improve health outcomes for people
around the world and spur economic growth, delivering savings to individuals, governments and healthcare
systems.1
 Healthier societies are more productive ones. Due to improved healthcare, people can stay in the workforce longer
and continue contributing to the economy. 2

ENHANCING PATIENT CARE AROUND THE WORLD


When governments and their development partners spend money on preventing illness and promoting good
health, they help to reduce the cost of curing people when they get sick – by up to $700 million globally per year
for child survival alone.3



An investment of $10 per person annually in proven, community-based public health programs could save the
United States more than $16 billion within five years—a $5.60 return for every $1 invested.4



Expanding health insurance coverage, delivering better preventive and chronic care, and focusing on community
prevention is more effective at saving lives and money than implementing any one of these strategies alone.4

THE IMPACT OF THE GLOBAL HEALTHCARE ECONOMY

1



Healthcare accounts for almost $6 trillion of $63 trillion in 2010 global GDP and is expected to grow to $8.5
trillion by 2015.5



Healthcare industries are responsible for roughly $250 billion of the $1.1 trillion global investment in scientific
research and development. They are the world’s largest and fastest-growing job-producers, and most prolific
creators of small and medium enterprises.6



In 2011, health expenditure across the globe was allocated as follows: 62% to inpatient care and outpatient
care combined; 20% to medical goods; 12% to long-term care; and the remaining 6% on collective services, such
as public health and prevention services and administration.7



Healthcare is a vital part of the global economy, with an estimated 59.2 million employed by the sector across the
globe.8



Cost-effective and efficient health expenditure can increase the quantity and the productivity of labor by
increasing healthy life expectancy.9
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GLOBAL DEMAND FOR HEALTHCARE


Annual global spending on medicines will reach nearly $1.2 trillion by 2016.10



U.N. figures show the proportion of the world's population over 65 years old is set to more than double by 2050,
to 16.2% from 7.6% currently.11



Since 2004, the global medical technology market increased by more than 50% to nearly $250 billion and is
expected to grow in the coming years. 12



The U.S. healthcare industry is expected to grow from 15.6 million jobs in 2010 to 19.8 million jobs in 2020 —
13% of all jobs. By 2020, it is predicted that the United States will be spending 1 out of every 5 dollars earned
on healthcare.13



By 2020, the spending power of the global middle class is expected to reach $35 trillion a year, up from $21
trillion in 2009. More than 80% of this growth is expected to occur in the Asia Pacific. 14



In the U.S., the demand for primary care or family doctors it expected to grow by 14% by 2025. Driven by an
aging population and increased access to health insurance15

HEALTHCARE INVESTMENTS


In 1971, less than two and a half percent of GDP was spent on healthcare in China. Life expectancy was less
than 62 years old, and only one doctor served more than 1,100 people. Today, health expenditures have
doubled to more than 5% of GDP – and with it, life expectancy has increased to more than 71 years and
growing.16



Russia has allocated approximately 186 billion rubles ($6 billion) for the development of their domestic
pharmaceutical industry.17

TRADE AND THE HEALTHCARE SECTOR
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“Despite the global and U.S. economic downturn, the medical device and pharmaceutical industries continue to
thrive as two of the few U.S. manufacturing sectors with a trade surplus. In fact, over the past ten years, exports
of medical devices increased from almost $25 billion to nearly $45 billion, while imports increased from less
than $25 billion to just more than $35 billion,” remarked U.S. Food and Drug Administration Commissioner
Margaret Hamburg.18



Pharmaceutical products represent the best trade balance for high technology industry sectors in the EU. In
2012 pharmaceutical industry generated a positive trade balance of more than €54.4 billion, by far leading
other high technology industries like power generating machinery, tele-communication or electrical machinery. 19
o The pharmaceutical industry makes a critical contribution to innovation, sustainable employment and
value added products and services, and is Europe’s leading commercial contributor to positive trade
balances.19
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